                       A December To Remember 

   Record Performances at Ironman, Beast  and PowerAde
When a team wrestles at both Ironman and Beast of the East, two rigorous national tournaments typically held on consecutive weekends in December, it is not uncommon for that team to experience a drop-off in its level of performance from Ironman to Beast. This phenomenon was demonstrated in the first decade of the 21st century by a number of nationally-ranked teams, such as especially Great Bridge (VA). 

By contrast, for its part Blair Academy, which goes to both tournaments every year, has had sustained success at both events, year in, year out.  Not only has Blair won 26 team titles at Ironman and Beast – no other program has won more than 6 -- but it has also never finished lower than 3rd at either, and indeed has finished 3rd only twice, once at Ironman  and once at Beast.     

Beyond that, Blair has won a record 51 individual championships at 19 Beasts and a record 47 individual championships at 17 Ironman tournaments.

Blair also holds the record at both tournaments for the number of individual champions in a single year (six at the 2001 Ironman and six at the 2008 Beast) and for the number of  weight classes with place-winners (thirteen at the 2011 Ironman and thirteen at the 2011 Beast).
As if taking on the highly ranked fields at Ironman and Beast were not enough, in 2011 Blair added the PowerAde tournament at Canon McMillan High School in western Pennsylvania the end of December to its annual, self-imposed gauntlet. 
Note: PowerAde advertises itself as the #1 in-season tournament in Pennsylvania and the 3rd strongest in-season tournament in the USA, behind Ironman and Beast. So, in effect, in 2011-2012 Blair was building on its warrior philosophy of taking on the best, and was wrestling – consecutively – in three highly competitive national tournaments, all in December.
Blair’s performance at these three tournaments in December 2011 was surreal, especially considering the extensive role played by Blair underclassmen in each of the three events.
Before looking at each individual tournament, here is an overview of Blair’s accomplishments at all three:
· 12 champions 
(8 of them underclassmen)
· 19 finalists                          (14 of them underclassmen)
· 28 wrestlers in the top 4    (17 of them underclassmen)
· 38 place-winners               (23 of them underclassmen)
· 867 team points 

· Total margin of victory = 252 points
· Three team titles

· 10th at Ironman 
· 16th at Beast

· 1st at PowerAde 
The numbers above mean the following:
At the 2011 Ironman, Beast and PowerAde Combined
· Almost one-half of all Blair entries made it to the finals.*
· Almost one-third of all Blair entries won championships.*
· More than two-thirds of all Blair entries placed in the top 4.*
Also, through 2011

· Blair has won almost three-quarters of the Ironman, Beast of the East and PowerAde tournaments it has attended.
_________________________________________
*Blair had 41 entries in the 2011 Ironman, Beast and PowerAde tournaments combined. (It did not have an entry at 113 lbs. at PowerAde when highly ranked soph Joe McKenna failed to make weight.) Also, Blair’s starting 170 lb’er, junior Addison Knepshield, who was injured in the 3rd rd. of Beast, withdrew from Beast and was replaced at PowerAde by junior Jack Wedholm. As a percentage of its 41 entries, 19 finalists = 46.3%; 12 champions = 29.3%; 28 in top 4 = 68.3%.
13 Place-Winners and 3 Champs Lead Blair to 10th Ironman Title 
With countless nationally ranked wrestlers and numerous ambitious wrestling programs coming to Ironman from 18 states that were as far flung as California (10 teams), Nevada, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, Pennsylvania (11 teams), Georgia and Florida, wrestling at the 2011 Ironman Tournament at Walsh Jesuit High School in Ohio the 2nd weekend of December was like starting the 2011-2012 season by climbing Mt Everest.
But Blair Academy has been opening the national portion of its schedule at Ironman since December 1995, and through the 2010-2011 season had won a record 9 team titles at Ironman (while finishing as low as 3rd just once) and had captured  a record 44 individual Ironman crowns in the process.
This season – based on early January 2012 national rankings -- the Ironman field had included not only the two best teams in the USA , but also five of the country’s top 10 teams and eight of its top 17.
Looking at individual wrestlers, the 2011 Ironman had nationally ranked wrestlers at all 14 weights and at a number of weights, Ironman had a quorum of the very best wrestlers in the land. To illustrate the latter point, the 126 and 132 lb weight classes each had 4 of the top 6 wrestlers in the country. In addition, 113 lbs had 4 of the top 8; 138 lbs had 3 of the top 7; and 285 lbs had 4 of the top 12.
Bottom line: Don’t come to Ironman if you don’t want to be tested by the best. 

Note: A number of wrestlers/teams backed out of the 2011 Ironman at the 11th hour. Some of them would have been up against one or another of the exceptional fields mentioned immediately above.
As has been reported by the national sports media, the 2011 Ironman was exciting and intense, a terrific demonstration of the very best that American high school sports have to offer. 

For Blair, the 2011 Ironman story soon became the unveiling of a line-up that is exceptional from top to bottom, one with multiple national-caliber wrestling talents in each of three different graduating classes, namely, the sophomore, junior and senior classes.

Blair showed the unusual breadth of its 2011-2012 line-up by placing wrestlers at 13 different weight classes at Ironman – a record that tops even the great Blair team of 2001 – 2002, which had place-winners in “just” 12 weight classes at the 2001 Ironman. (Even the senior-laden Blair USA #1 team of 2008-2009, which set the record for team points at a national in-season tournament at the 2008 Beast of the East, had place-winners in “just” 12 weight classes at that 2008 Beast.)
Blair showed the exceptional strength of its sophomore and junior classes by drawing all of its 2011 Ironman champs and all of its 2011 Ironman finalists from them. 
Blair 2011 Ironman Champs and Runner Up

· Sophomore Dylan Milonas, 2011 Ironman 145 lb Champ.          
· Junior Frank Mattiace, 2011 Ironman 195 lb Champ.  
· Junior Brooks Black, 2011 (and 2010) 285 lb Ironman Champ.   
· Sophomore Joe McKenna, 2011 Ironman Runner Up at 113 lbs.
Other Blair 2011 Ironman Place-Winners
· Senior Todd Preston, 3rd at 138 lbs.

· Senior Mark Grey, 4th at 126 lbs.
· Junior Russ Parsons, 4th at 152 lbs.
· Senior Mike Mocco, 4th at 182 lbs.

· Junior Addison Knepshield, 5th at 170 lbs.
· Sophomore P J Klee, 6th at 120 lbs.
· Senior David Farr, 6th at 220 lbs

· Sophomore Pat Coover, 7th at 160 lbs.
· Senior Max Hvolbek, 7th at 126 lbs.
Observations from the 2011 Ironman
· The New Weight Classes
 At Ironman the new weight classes, meaning particularly the elimination of a lower-middle weight and the addition of an upper weight, resulted in some of the lower weight classes having roughly twice as many wrestlers as some of the upper weight classes. (For example, 132 lbs had 43 wrestlers, while 195 lbs had just 21.) As a result, the tournament ran one more round for some light and middle weight classes than it did for some heavier weights. Aside: Happily this dichotomy (in the size of weight classes) was much less severe at Beast and PowerAde. 

· Selected Individual Blair Highlights
Dylan Milonas:  Had absolutely thrilling matches in which he somehow always found a way to win. Very, very smooth. Clearly several performance levels higher this year than last – possibly due in part to the injury he suffered before last year.
P J Klee: Burst on the scene at the 2011 Ironman. Won 5 straight wrestle-back matches by shutout!  Very clever wrestler. Unseeded – though his weight class seeded 14 wrestlers -- yet placed 6th. Very bright future.
Brooks Black: With his four pins and a 1st place finish, Brooks would have won the Major Ray Mendoza Award (for earning the most team points) had the lighter weight classes not gotten an extra round, which in effect enabled Randy Cruz to score more team points than Brooks (and win the Mendoza Award) . Cruz had six championship-side matches, while Brooks was limited to five.  
· Perspectives Looking Forward in 2011-2012 

The outcome for Blair was a 10th Ironman team title and the consensus USA #1 ranking. The final margin of victory at the 2011 Ironman – 12 team points --was unusually narrow for Blair, but is largely a credit to 2nd place – and USA #2 -- St Ed’s, which starts 8 seniors and 5 juniors and placed 11 at Ironman. 

The Blair team has improved from event to event since Ironman, and went into the 2012 portion of its schedule regarded by many observers as potentially one of  Blair’s very best teams, ever.

Blair Scores 321.5 Team Points En Route to 16th Beast of East Title
With a record-tying 8 finalists and near-record 5 champions, Blair won a remarkable 12th straight Beast of the East tournament, its 16th Beast title since the tournament began in January 1994. 

Note: 6 of Blair’s 8 Beast finalists were underclassmen. In fact, three were sophomores and three were juniors. 

In the process of winning the 2011 Beast, Blair established a Beast record with place-winners in 13 weights, this despite a 3rd round injury to 5th seeded Addison Knepshield, who was forced to withdraw from the tournament. Blair’s thirteen other wrestlers placed as follows: five in 1st place, three in 2nd, one in 4th, two in 5th, one in 6th and one in 7th. 

Blair’s 321.5 team points were the second-most in tournament history, behind only the 329 scored by Blair at the 2008 Beast. 
Blair’s 2011 margin of victory was a whopping 142.5 points  and separated Blair from a very good second-place Wyoming Seminary (PA) team, which is currently ranked 10th nationally. (Wyoming Seminary went on to win the Bethlehem Holiday Classic the end of December -- by a huge margin.) Current USA #12 Bethlehem Catholic (PA) finished 3rd  at the 2011 Beast, 158 points behind Blair, while current USA #7 Christiansburg (VA) finished 4th, 162.5 points back of Blair.
One of the highlights of the 2011 Beast of the East tournament was the performance of now four-time Beast Champ Mark Grey. After recording falls in his first three matches and a decisive win over the 4th seed in the semis, Mark beat Randy Cruz of Bethlehem Catholic (PA) 4-2 in the finals. Cruz had upset Mark in the semi-finals of Ironman in Ohio a week earlier, so this was sweet revenge.

Mark used a first period takedown to get ahead and then neutralized Cruz’ dangerous ride with an escape that sealed the match.  
At the awards presentation for the 132 lb weight class, Beast of the East presented Mark Grey with a very special trophy, one of the largest ever awarded at any wrestling tournament anywhere. The trophy recognizes Mark as the first four-time champ in Beast history and has an engraving that lists his four Beast titles.
At the very end of the tournament, Mark Grey was also presented with the 2011 Beast of the East “Outstanding Wrestler” award.
Blair’s Five Champions at the 2011 Beast
· Sophomore Joe McKenna at 113 lbs.
· Senior Mark Grey at 132 lbs. (OW)
· Senior Todd Preston at 138 lbs.
· Sophomore Dylan Milonas at 145 lbs.

· Junior Brooks Black at 285 lbs.

Blair’s Three Other Finalists at the 2011 Beast
· Sophomore P J Klee at 120 lbs.
· Junior Russ Parsons at 152 lbs.

· Junior Frank Mattiace at 195 lbs.

Blair’s Five Other 2011 Beast Place-Winners

· Senior Max Hvolbek, 4th at 126 lbs.
· Sophomore Pat Coover, 5th at 160 lbs.

· Senior Mike Mocco, 5th at 182 lbs.

· Senior David Farr, 6th at 220 lbs.

· Freshman Jordan Kutler, 7th at 106 lbs.

Highlights
Blair’s five 2011 Beast champs had a combined record of 28 & 0, with 9 pins,       1 tech fall, 3 major decisions and 7 shutouts.

In total, Blair wrestlers had 70 wins at the 2011 Beast, of which about a third were pins (24 of 70) and about a half were bonus- point wins (34 of 70).
Mark Grey and Brooks Black led the way in regard to pins with three each. However, every one of the 14 Blair wrestlers had at least one pin, including Addison Knepshield, who wrestled only one full match before injury defaulting out of the tournament. 
P J Klee and Brooks Black led the way in bonus-point wins with four each. In addition, 10 other Blair wrestlers had two or three bonus-point wins, each.
Eleven Place-Winners in Top 4 Lead Blair to First PowerAde Title

Blair had 4 champions, 3 seconds, 2 thirds, 2 fourths and 1 sixth at the 2011 PowerAde. 
In the process, Blair finished with 293 team points, about 100 points more than 2nd place and host Canon McMillan (PA), currently ranked # 9 in the USA.
Only twice in history has Blair scored more than 293 team points at an in-season national tournament and both times were at Beast of the East (in December 2008 and at the most recent Beast, i.e., in December 2011). 
However, whereas Beast is a 6-round tournament, PowerAde is a 5-round tournament. Conservatively, an extra round produces 30 to 40 more team points for teams of Blair's caliber. 
Blair's terrific results at the 2011 PowerAde came without an entry at 113 lbs (since USA #4 or so Joe McKenna did not make weight) and with back-up Jack Wedholm filling in admirably at 170 lbs for Addison Knepshield, who was injured at the 2011 Beast.
· Blair's 2011 PowerAde Champs 
132 lbs: Mark Grey. Soldiered on, ignoring an injured ankle, to beat 2nd seeded Tyson Dippery of Central Dauphin (PA) 4-2 in the finals. Mark had a fall, a shutout and a tech fall in his first three matches.
138 lbs: Todd Preston. In finals, beat AWN's USA #1 ranked wrestler at 138, Nate Skonieczny, the Walsh Jesuit (OH) wrestler who had won by fall in the finals of Ironman. Todd won 2-1 in 6 periods. After getting a pin and a 19-5 win in his first two bouts, Todd allowed just 2 points -- total -- in the quarter-finals, semi's and finals.
152 lbs: Russ Parsons. In the finals, beat the 2nd seed 2-1. Won via a takedown in the final seconds. In semi's, Russ won 4-3 via a reversal in final seconds. This is junior Russell Parsons' first major title at Blair. He has been on a steady upward path all season, placing 4th at Ironman and 2nd at Beast.
285 lbs: Brooks "Babe" Black. His finals opponent ran from him the entire match. In the first three rounds of PowerAde, Brooks pinned each opponent he faced -- which he had done at Ironman and Beast as well. (Of course, at Ironman Brooks also pinned his fourth opponent. So, over the course of the three national tournaments in December 2011, Babe Black had 10 pins.)
Brooks Black was the only wrestler in the USA to win the 2011 Ironman, Beast and PowerAde tournaments.
Note: Dylan Milonas won Ironman and Beast. Mark Grey and Todd Preston won Beast and PowerAde.
· Blair's 2011 PowerAde 2nd Place Finishers

120 lbs: P J Klee. Though seeded just 6th (?), this highly talented sophomore made it to his second finals in a row (Beast having been his first) by beating all opponents decisively, including the 3rd and 7th seeds. In the finals, P J lost to a senior who will be wrestling for Pitt next year this time.
126 lbs: Max Hvolbek. Though he placed in difficult weight classes at Ironman, Beast and Fargo Juniors, somehow Max was not seeded at PowerAde. Max showed the seedy seeders by beating their 7th seed 15 -0 and then beating their 2nd and 3rd seeds to get to the finals. In the finals Max lost by regular decision to  Jimmy Gulibon, who is currently ranked #1 in the USA and was winning his 4th PowerAde crown, for which he was named the 2011 PowerAde “Outstanding Wrestler.”
145 lbs: Dylan Milonas. After beating many fine wrestlers to win the 2011 Ironman and the 2011 Beast of the East (after winning the Cadet Freestyle national crown this past summer), Dylan Milonas finally lost a bout. In what was the deepest weight class at PowerAde, Dylan lost in the finals to Solomon Chishko, a very good grappler from Canon McMillan.
· Blair's 2011 PowerAde 3rd Place Finishers
195 lbs: Frank Mattiace. The story here is that in the match for 3rd place, Frank beat the very wrestler who had knocked him out of title contention. The wrestler in question had caught Frank with head locks in their quarterfinals match to upset Frank 9-3. In the match for 3rd, Frank wrestled a very different kind of match (than he had in the quarters), avoided the head lock and rode his opponent out to win    1-0.  Note: Frank had three pins in earlier matches at the 2011 PowerAde.
220 lbs: David Farr. What a story David Farr has become. Dave was not seeded at Ironman, even though 14 wrestlers were seeded at his weight. Regardless, Dave placed 6th at Ironman. Then, he placed 6th at Beast. And now, he has placed 3rd at PowerAde, meaning he had just one loss there, and that was to the #1 seed and eventual champion. Dave is now nationally ranked by at least one ranking service. Talk about improvement.
· Blair's 2011 PowerAde 4th Place Finishers
160 lbs: Pat Coover. Sophomore Coover again improved his placement. He had finished 7th at Ironman and 5th at Beast and now placed 4th at PowerAde. His four wins at PowerAde included two shutouts and a pin.
182 lbs: Mike Mocco. This was Mike’s third straight placement at the December 2011 national tournaments Blair attended. (He was 4th at Ironman and 5th at Beast.) Mike’s five wins at PowerAde included two pins and a shutout.
· Blair's 2011 PowerAde 6th Place Finisher

170 lbs: Jack Wedholm. Another great story. Jack has been wrestling for less time than most of the Blair guys, but has been improving rapidly and is expected to be a regular on the very strong 2012-2013 Blair team. Because Addison Knepshield sustained a knee injury in the 3rd round of Beast, Jack Wedholm took his place at 170 lbs in Blair's PowerAde line up. As a relative unknown, Jack was unseeded. Regardless, Jack came through again and again, and placed 6th!!!!! .

Note: The only Blair wrestler not to place at PowerAde was freshman 106 lb’er Jordan Kutler, who wrestled very well. Jordan registered two tech fall wins and had two narrow losses to top wrestlers, one of whom placed 2nd while the other was the #1 seed.
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