TO:
New Students and ParentsPRIVATE 

FROM:
Office of Student Affairs

DATE:
Spring, 2012
Knowing that enrolling at Blair calls for some planning in terms of wardrobe and—in the case of boarders—of room furnishings, we hope that the following information will be of help to you.

STANDARDS OF DRESS:  Personal appearance affects manners, morale, attitude and general conduct in any community.  At Blair, we expect certain standards of dress and appearance which we believe to be conducive to, and supportive of, successful performance and which reflect the appropriate tone for various aspects of school life.

During the class day, boys wear neat and properly fitted slacks or pants (khakis, chinos, corduroys … no jeans) and appropriate collared shirts; girls wear skirts, slacks or pants (no leather or vinyl … no jeans and no draw-string pants) and dress shirts.  Skirts and dresses should be of respectable length allowing for modesty while seated or working at the board.  Overalls, painter pants, camouflage or other work-type apparel are not allowed. During the month of May, dress shorts may be worn, at the discretion of the faculty.  Students may not wear baseball caps, headbands or athletic attire (sweatshirts, jerseys, etc.) during the class day.  "Pierced" jewelry is allowed, but only for ears (no other visible body parts, including tongues, nose or eyebrows).

After the class day ends and on weekends, students may dress as they choose (including jeans, sweats, etc.) within the limits of good taste and decency.  

Sit‑down, “formal” meals (1-3 times/week depending on the season) and certain other designated occasions call for more formal attire ‑ coat and tie (and appropriate pants) for boys ... skirts or dresses (or dress slacks) for girls. More detailed information regarding the dress code is included in the Student Handbook which you will receive this summer. 
LAUNDRY: Coin operated washers and dryers in all dormitories enable students to do their own laundry.  For those who wish to subscribe, there is a commercial laundry service which offers weekly pick up and delivery (details will be sent in our summer mailings).  

DORMITORY ROOM:  When creating one's "home away from home," there is a natural tendency to want to know every detail about the room so as to be able to plan completely.  It is our advice that you understand the basics of what to expect in your room and wait until you have been here for a week or two before worrying about the "finishing touches."  Each room is furnished with a bed, dresser, desk, and desk chair.  Among the items which students should bring with them are:

1 mattress pad (std. twin size)
bath towels

1 bedspread/comforter
4 bed sheets (standard)

laundry bin

1-2 blankets (not electric)

2 pillow cases


hangers


1 pillow

desk lamp

Curtains and rugs are optional, and parents may do well to wait until roommates have settled in before furnishing these items.

Irons are allowed, but must have automatic shut‑off devices.  Halogen lamps are not allowed; nor are space heaters or air conditioners.  With a full service dining facility, a snack bar in Hardwick Hall and multiple vending machines on campus, refrigerators in rooms are not necessary.  For roommates who choose to have a compact refrigerator (limit: one per room … maximum capacity, 3.2 cubic ft.), a $10 per month usage fee will be assessed.

Information about telephone (boarding students have the option of renting a land line) and e-mail accounts will be mailed to you in July.  Cell phones may be used in dorms and day student areas only.  They should not be visible in public areas on campus.
Room and roommate assignments are not finalized until mid-August; accordingly, it is not possible for us to inform new students of these arrangements until they arrive.  The Student Affairs Office reviews each new student's file and consults with the Admissions Office in an effort to place each student in a compatible, supportive situation.  Students who have known each other before coming to Blair are generally not placed together, as the experience of learning to live with someone new is both enjoyable and valuable.  After their first year at Blair, students choose their roommates for the subsequent years.
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