Fall 2011                                 NAME:________________________


FALL TERM CHOICES

Please identify your top three choices by placing a 1, 2 or 3 in the space next to your choice.

__________ 4 AP Lit (by dept. rec) Mr. Brandwood     ________4 AP Lang (dept rec) Mr. Evans
_______________ The Beat Generation (Danhof)  We will study the beat generation, which can be defined by the radical and controversial literature of the time.  The themes of beat authors, like Ken Kesey, Tom Wolfe, Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac, were the foundation for a new genre of literature.  The beat generation authors documented one of America's most influential literary movements. Throughout this course, we will study all or parts of the following:  Howl, One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest, On The Road, and a text to be named.
​​_____________ The Marriage Tradition in the Novel (Hardwick and Kornheiser) This course explores the evolving issues of human growth, social and economic forces, and the complexity of relationships through a progressive series of readings and film viewings beginning with the 18th century and concluding in the late 20th. Readings and films may include the following: The Vicar of Wakefield, by Oliver Goldsmith; Selections from James Boswell's London Journal; Pride & Prejudice (2005 film); Emma by Jane Austen; The Rainbow by D.H. Lawrence; Women in Love (1969 film); Too Far to Go by John Updike; Kramer versus Kramer (1979); The Kids Are All Right (2010)
______________ New York Stories (Moore)  Everyone who comes to Manhattan arrives with a dream, from the F. Scott Fitzgerald's 17th century Dutch settlers to the hordes of new college graduates who cross the Hudson each fall. Along the way, they meet with joie de vivre and loneliness, triumph and despair, driven by the prospects of happiness, happiness and redemption. In this course, we will read some of the iconic stories of New York, by writers such as Herman Melville, Fitzgerald, Jay McInerney, and Tom Wolfe. In addition, we'll watch equally compelling movies and shows, such as Woody Allen's Manhattan, Hitchcock's Rear Window and episodes from the AMC series Mad Men.

_____Writes of Passage (McMillan) A bildungsroman, translated from German as “formation novel,” is a novel in which the main character grows psychologically and morally from youth to adulthood.  In Writes of Passage we will read and discuss not only novels, but also memoirs, short stories and poems that focus on the growth of an adolescent protagonist into maturity.  Our discussions will focus on the questions of what specific characteristics these novels share, why the subject matter is interesting and pertinent, and what both the protagonist and the reader learn from the experience of “coming of age.”  Some possible reading selections are Demian by Herman Hesse, Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson, Drown by Junot Diaz, The Virgin Suicides by Jeffrey Eugenides, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith and This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff.  Writing will consist of analytical essays, but students will also keep a daily journal, the contents of which will culminate in a memoir or short story of each student’s creation.   

 ________   _____ Doubt: The Cornerstone of Faith (Parauda) How can we expect anything but the most tentative expression of faith when we live in a world where faith is often tempered or put to flight by scientific inquiry and rationality?  This elective explores a few authors who address the most important questions of existence.   Far from a systematic study of the Christian faith, the course is most interested in reading dynamic works of literature while at the same time considering the necessary interplay of doubt and faith in our lives.  Works will include one of Shakespeare’s plays as well as works from each of the major genres—short stories, a novel, and some poetry.  In addition to offering standard English credit, this course can be used to fulfill the religion requirement for graduation
______________Literature and the Spiritual Imagination (Crowner) This fall semester elective will delve into some primary issues in the human spiritual experience:  our awe of nature, the challenge of sin and forgiveness, the difficulty of making sense of undeserved suffering, the call to social justice, and what it means to be faithful in an increasingly pluralistic world.  Through the exploration of biblical and contemporary poetry, fiction, speeches and essays, students will be given the opportunity to evaluate, articulate and write about their own experience, values, and beliefs.  Authors will include Annie Dillard, Barbara Kingsolver, Martin Luther  King Jr., Rudolfo Anaya, Norman Maclean, and a variety of poets as well as biblical writers. In addition to offering standard English credit, this course can be used to fulfill the religion requirement for graduation.
