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At Blair, YO U ARE KNOWN  as…

a scholar an athletean artist a friend a leader/ / //
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“We know our students and use that knowledge to imbue their individual 
experiences with a shared commitment to becoming one’s best self.” 

At Blair, you are truly appreciated for who you are, what you 

stand for and all that you can achieve. We know our students 

well and use that knowledge to imbue their individual 

experiences with a shared commitment to becoming one’s 

best self. Strong relationships between faculty and students 

lead to exceptional learning, and through these meaningful 

connections, we empower you to become persons of great 

accomplishment and character.

By knowing you, we are able to support your growth as a 

young scholar, artist, athlete, friend and leader. At Blair, we 

seek to build your trust and understand your passions and 

values, so that we can challenge you to fully realize your 

potential. In doing this, we help each student develop the

knowledge and skills to confidently and successfully engage 

with our community and the world beyond.

With this foundation, Blair guides its students to become 

the leaders they are meant to be, leaders who are needed 

across every college campus and every profession. The result 

is a personalized learning experience that offers students 

a competitive advantage in navigating our ever-changing 

world and inspires them to seek excellence in whatever they 

choose to pursue after Blair.

Chris Fortunato, JD, LCSW  

Head of School
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03 ACADEMICS

At Blair, we build meaningful relationships between teachers and students, which we 

believe serve as the foundation for exceptional learning. Our faculty members engage 

kids in classes, on the athletic fields and in the dorms, developing their critical thinking, 

public speaking and writing abilities. Blair students are confident communicators who 

can clearly and succinctly express their ideas. Our project- and inquiry-based curriculum 

encourages students to excel by mastering problem-solving, communication and other 

key leadership competencies that are sought by colleges and employers.

scholar

Academics at Blair

At Blair, YOU ARE KNOWN  as a…
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Innovative Curriculum 

Blair’s open-architecture curriculum offers a wide 

range of courses, electives and independent studies. 

We blend our traditional core curriculum with 

innovative offerings and teaching approaches, 

such as engaging in deconstructive debates on 

Shakespeare, examining great works of literature 

through an interdisciplinary lens and connecting 

in-class environmental science lessons to real-

world local farming practices. With a number of 

course levels to choose from—including more 

than 50 honors, Advanced Placement and post-AP 

classes—Blair tailors students’ coursework to their 

abilities and interests.

An Expert Faculty

Blair’s faculty members are content experts who 

engage their students in course materials in creative 

and innovative ways to inspire learning. In addition 

to being accomplished in their respective fields, 

our teachers pursue a range of opportunities for 

ongoing professional enrichment and development, 

including graduate school, travel and master classes.  

Our student-centered faculty live and work 

at Blair because they seek a professional 

BLAIR’S ACADEMIC PROGRAM?
WHAT DISTINGUISHES

“Having my teachers and 
coaches take such a holistic 
approach to knowing who I 
am as a student and person 
has given me a platform to 
grow in ways I never could 
have expected.”

LUKE, JUNIOR, MEMBER OF THE 

VARSITY CREW TEAM  

& CLASSICAL PIANIST

Dual Advisors

Each student is guided by two faculty members: an assigned 

academic monitor and an advisor of his or her own choosing.

Individualized Investment

The full faculty gathers to review and discuss each student’s 

progress four times a year. 

Small Classes 

With an average class size of 11, students actively participate in 

discussions and get to know their teachers and classmates well. 

This builds confidence and trust that empower them to step 

outside of their intellectual comfort zones. 

Diverse Electives 

Students can choose from a wide range of courses, including 

those focused on negotiation, engineering, video studies, 

economics, architecture and pharmacology.

Experiential Learning 

Because students learn best when they can apply in-class 

lessons to real-world situations, faculty members are committed 

to incorporating hands-on opportunities, both in the classroom 

and the field. 
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“Blair teachers are making their classes more inquiry-based and 
experiential, preparing students to solve real-world problems by 
challenging them to apply what they learn.”

JOLENE SCHUSTER, PHD, SCIENCE TEACHER



05

“Blair teachers are making their classes more inquiry-based and 
experiential, preparing students to solve real-world problems by 
challenging them to apply what they learn.”

JOLENE SCHUSTER, PHD, SCIENCE TEACHER

“Blair teachers are making their classes more 
inquiry-based and experiential, preparing 
students to solve real-world problems by 
challenging them to apply what they learn.”

JOLENE SCHUSTER, PhD, SCIENCE TEACHER

experience that allows them to make a substantive 

difference in the lives of adolescents. Many 

teachers even spend school breaks with students, 

leading public service expeditions, athletic training 

trips and performing arts tours. 

Relationship-Based Learning

What has always distinguished a Blair education is our 

faculty’s complete commitment to knowing students 

well and fostering meaningful relationships across 

the community. Such connections allow teachers to 

understand students’ learning styles, interests, abilities 

and passions and, ultimately, to use that knowledge to 

customize their education and push them to higher 

levels of achievement.

This individualized approach allows faculty  

members to thoughtfully connect students to the 

educational opportunities best suited to challenge  

and inspire them, develop their characters and stretch 

their abilities.

Blair’s emphasis on relationship-based learning, as well 

as leadership skills and effective communication across 

subject areas, prepares students for the challenges and 

opportunities of higher education and beyond.
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Society of Skeptics

Established as a forum for students and faculty to discuss and 

debate important global issues, the Society of Skeptics has 

grown to become one of the premier high school lecture series 

in the United States. 

 

Each week, speakers from political, social, scientific, economic 

and literary arenas share their unique perspectives with 

students, who are encouraged to engage with presenters, 

asking questions and debating points of view. 

 

Among the most prominent Skeptics speakers to visit campus 

in recent years have been: Jack Bogle ‘47, founder of The 

Vanguard Group, the world’s largest mutual fund organization; 

Mohamed El-Erian, former CEO of PIMCO; Christine Todd 

Whitman, former New Jersey Governor and Environmental 

Protection Agency director; and Billy Collins, U.S. poet 

laureate from 2001-2003.

Bartow Performances

The Bartow series in performing arts brings professionals 

from around the world to Blair’s stage. Recent performers 

include Yale University’s a cappella group, the Whiffenpoofs; 

Quartet San Francisco; violist Mikhail Simonyan; and the 

Gallim Dance Group.
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SPARK YOUR INTELLECTUAL 
CURIOSITY AT BLAIR

“Students often carry the 
conversations sparked 
by our guest lecturers 
and performers back to 
their dormitories and 
classrooms, which is a 
wonderful testament 
to our community’s 
intellectual curiosity.”

MARTIN MILLER, PhD, HISTORY 

TEACHER & DIRECTOR OF THE 

SOCIETY OF SKEPTICS PROGRAM

Bringing the World  

to Blair

Blair students come from more than 27 countries, 

and being part of such a diverse community 

provides kids with a rich learning experience—

one that teaches them how culture, country and 

socioeconomic realities influence perspective.

A number of campus programs underscore the 

importance of global citizenship. The Society of 

Skeptics lecture series, now in its third decade 

at Blair, has brought a distinguished group of 

speakers to campus, exposing students to many 

thought-provoking issues and points of view. 

Likewise, the Bartow Series invites professional 

artists to Blair for all-school performances and 

one-on-one demonstrations in master classes.
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MORE ON SKEPTICS LECTURES 
& BARTOW PERFORMANCES

“My Blair education taught me to 
fully embrace opportunities,  
inside and outside the classroom.  
I was encouraged to be fearless in 
my dreams for the future and to 
explore different paths to success.”

CLAIRE, CLASS OF 2013, WINNER OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA’S  
JEFFERSON SCHOLARSHIP

“My teachers are constantly 
challenging me to apply what I’ve 
learned to real-world situations and 
understand lessons conceptually, 
instead of just memorizing terms, 
which makes for a really powerful 
learning experience.”

HALEY, JUNIOR, MEMBER OF THE VARSITY 

FIELD HOCKEY, SKIING & SOFTBALL TEAMS

Leading the Way Forward

At Blair, students learn to read critically, analyze 

clearly, communicate effectively and broaden their 

understanding of the world. By truly knowing 

our students, Blair offers them a unique and 

competitive advantage, in preparation not just for 

college, but for a lifetime of achievement.

We recognize that tomorrow’s higher education 

will not look like today’s—and that the skills 

needed to be competitive in the college admission 

process and job market are also changing. In 

this new landscape, effective communication, 

personal resilience, emotional intelligence and 

the confidence to lead are just as important as 

transcripts and test scores.

Blair is building into its curriculum innovative 

learning opportunities that focus on developing 

those skills that are invaluable in college and 

professional life.
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Blair prepares students to be true artists with access to a unique breadth, depth 

and diversity of experiences. With a wide-ranging curriculum that allows kids to 

explore many different mediums, or master just one, Blair mixes the traditional with the 

contemporary. In the fine arts, that means offering classes in drawing, painting, ceramics 

and film photography, as well as video, architecture, animation, design and digital 

photography. Likewise, Blair’s theater, vocal and instrumental music groups perform 

productions and repertories ranging from Shakespeare and the Baroque to plays by 

David Lindsay-Abaire and symphonic movements by Stravinsky.

The Arts at Blair
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artist
At Blair, YOU ARE KNOWN  as an…
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Tailored to  

Students’ Interests

Faculty members teach each course to the 

individual, challenging students technically and 

conceptually. Our program truly has something for 

everyone: Kids who identify themselves as actors 

and musicians and want to pursue careers in the 

arts have the opportunity to take leading roles, 

while students who have never set foot on stage can 

try something new and outside of their comfort 

zone for the first time. 

Because students aren’t expected to fit a certain 

mold at Blair, they often surprise themselves with 

their passion and talent for art, and the program 

attracts participants with diverse interests.

Teachers with  

Real-World Experience

Most Blair art teachers are practicing artists 

themselves, which gives them an especially valuable 

perspective, wide-ranging repertoires and a lexicon 

BECOME KNOWN  
AS AN ARTIST AT BLAIR

“Opening night blew me 
away. I sang in front of 
the whole school and 
loved doing it! At Blair, 
I am encouraged by my 
teachers and friends to 
try new things.”

ALEX, JUNIOR &  
FIRST-TIME PERFORMER

Fine Arts 

Blair art courses cut across disciplines and increasingly 

incorporate elements of applied technology, cross-cultural 

paradigms and environmental impact. 

 

Students have the freedom to design their own projects, rather 

than simply follow a list of set assignments, and learn how to 

confidently translate their ideas into art.  

 

The on-campus Romano Gallery and Black Canteen regularly 

mount shows featuring artwork by professional and student 

artists. Blair students also frequently exhibit their work off-

campus at local museums, galleries and cafés.

Performing Arts 

We offer college preparatory theater that gives actors 

experience in casting, score reading, set and lighting design, 

and directing, as well as performing. Blair produces five shows 

each year, providing students with many opportunities to 

become involved. 

 

Our musicians participate in a 50-person orchestra and top-notch 

vocal and jazz ensembles with eclectic repertoires. These groups 

regularly perform on campus and tour during school breaks. 

Recent performance destinations include Vienna, Budapest, 

Prague, New York City, Los Angeles and San Francisco.

10
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of contemporary art knowledge. Our faculty 

members understand adolescent development 

and the artistic process; they help students express 

their ideas and creative visions while also sharing 

the intricacies involved in installing exhibits and 

performing in the “real world.”

Putting Students a Step 

Ahead in College

At Blair, art is not just a creative outlet, but 

also an ingrained part of the curriculum that 

strives to prepare students to excel artistically in 

college and beyond. 

Our student-artists have access to a wide range 

of solo opportunities; their pick of indoor 

and outdoor performance spaces; trips to 

performances and museums in New York City 

and Philadelphia; exposure to visiting artists 

and lecturers; private lessons from conservatory-

trained musicians; and the chance to exhibit and 

perform several times a year, on and off campus. 

At Blair, creativity is woven into our curriculum 

and across our community.
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“As a practicing artist, I constantly 
encourage students to develop 
their ability to think like an artist: 
to critically analyze their work and 
process, engage in self-reflection 
and incorporate feedback.”

ZOË BLATT, EdM, FINE ARTS TEACHER
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Blair teaches students that dedication and character are the foundations of leadership 

and excellence. Our athletes learn important lessons about sportsmanship, resilience, 

teamwork and self-discipline, as well as develop a healthy commitment to physical fitness. 

With 26 varsity and 19 JV and thirds teams, Blair has opportunities for students at all 

levels of skill and experience: Everyone has the chance to play and compete. Because 

nearly all Blair coaches are also classroom teachers, students and faculty know each other 

in different contexts and settings, which builds strong relationships across the community.

Athletics at Blair
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athlete
At Blair, YOU ARE KNOWN  as an…
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TEAMS

Fall

Cross country 

Field hockey 

Football 

Soccer 

Tennis 

Volleyball

Winter

Alpine skiing 

Basketball 

Indoor track 

Squash 

Swimming 

Wrestling

Spring

Baseball 

Crew 

Golf 

Lacrosse 

Softball 

Tennis 

Track

These Blair teams compete in the Mid-Atlantic Prep League 

(MAPL), which comprises six schools located in New Jersey 

and Pennsylvania. Throughout the school year, the Buccaneers 

also play a number of local public and private schools across 

the Northeast.
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“Through competition, our athletes learn 
important life lessons that build their 
character: how to deal with success, handle 
failure and contribute as part of a team with  
a common goal.”

JAMES STONE, BLAIR’S  

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
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FACILITIES

7 international squash courts
10 outdoor tennis courts with lights
State-of-the-art fitness & weight center
6-lane, 25-yard indoor pool
All-weather track
All-weather turf field
Performance gym
9-hole golf course
Field house (with two multi-purpose courts)
8 outdoor athletic fields
Wrestling room
3-lane, 3-mile lake (for crew)
Indoor rowing & ergometer room
Full-scale athletic training facility
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From the moment our students arrive on campus, Blair immerses them in a warm 

and welcoming community that is eager to celebrate their academic, athletic and artistic 

achievements. No matter your interests or where you are from, you will find your niche 

at Blair. Our supportive community gives students the confidence to try new things and 

become well-rounded individuals, while at the same time teaching them to relate to and 

live with others, solve problems, manage their time, take well-considered risks and seek 

out leadership roles.

Student Life at Blair

02 ACADEMICS     08 ARTS     12 ATHLETICS     20 COMMUNITY/TRADITIONS      24 THE FUTURE OF COLLEGE PREP STUDENT LIFE

friend
At Blair, YOU ARE KNOWN  as a…
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Dorm Life

Living in a dormitory among teenagers from many 

different backgrounds, countries and cultures 

teaches students to accept social responsibility, 

interact with others and build strong relationships. 

Blair teachers get to know students in yet another 

dimension by living alongside them in the dorms 

and acting as mentors as they balance the demands 

of their classes, athletic teams and extracurricular 

activities. Our dorms serve as places where kids 

can have fun, forge friendships and learn to engage 

with the world around them in meaningful and 

productive ways.

No Shortage of Things To Do 

With a wide array of activities and events taking 

place on and off campus every week, student life 

at Blair is vibrant. In addition to regular lectures, 

performances, art openings, intramural games and 

community service projects, Blair offers a number 

of formal clubs and activities that allow students 

to engage in academic, athletic, artistic, social and 

leadership pursuits in the evenings and on the 

weekends. Kids often discover new passions, while 

also learning to prioritize and balance competing 

demands—skills that will serve them well in 

college and in life.

FIND YOUR PASSION AT BLAIR

“Thanks to my close 
relationships with my 
housemaster and 
prefects, the dorm 
has become my home 
away from home. I feel 
incredibly lucky to be 
developing lifelong 
friendships here.” 

JACK, FRESHMAN &  
RESIDENT OF INSLEY HALL

A Cappella

Aviation Club 

Blair Academy Dancers

Blair International  
Awareness Club

Book Club

Blue & White Key Society

Campus Recycling

Christian Fellowship

Community Service

Cycling Club

Debate Club

Diplomacy Club

Earthshine

FOCUS: Audiovisual Club

Gay-Straight Alliance

Gene Sequencing Club

Healthy Relationships Committee

Investment Club

Jewish Student Union

Library Volunteers

Math Team

Model United Nations

Multicultural Student Union

Mythbusters Club

Paintball Club

Peer Tutors

Philosophy Club

Psychology Club

School Newspaper, Literary 
Magazine & Yearbook

Society of Skeptics

Student Government

Tour Guides

Weekend Activities Committee

Young Democrats

Young Republicans

Our wide range of clubs and activities include

18
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Celebrating Community

What impresses campus visitors most about our 

community is its warmth and inclusiveness: Our 

kids and teachers genuinely know and respect 

each other. 

In fact, the entire community comes together 

three times a week to celebrate individual and 

collective accomplishments at School Meeting 

and Chapel. And Blair remains committed to 

furthering these connections at weekly family-

style dinners, during which students and faculty 

share a meal and lively conversation.

“Living in the dorm with my students 
allows me to know them in a 
completely different context than in 
class or on the lacrosse field. And 
understanding how they express 
their personalities in all of these 
settings helps me tailor my teaching 
style to how they learn best.”

ANDEE RYERSON, HOUSEMASTER OF 

FREEMAN HALL, FINE ARTS TEACHER  

& GIRLS’ LACROSSE COACH



20

Community 
& Traditions

An Age-Old Rivalry

In November, Blair students and faculty show their school spirit in 

a series of events during the week leading up to Peddie Day. The 

festivities culminate with a bonfire and pep rally, followed by a full day 

of athletic competition that draws parents and alumni to campus to 

cheer the Buccaneers to victory.

“These wonderful traditions exemplify the best of 
Blair—students and faculty together embracing the joy, 
friendship and powerful sense of community that come 
from spirited competition, a willingness to try new things 
and taking on challenges as a team.”

RYAN PAGOTTO, MA, ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENT LIFE

With a rich history that spans more than 160 years, 

Blair has many traditions that bring the community 

together: Some take place just once a year, like 

convocation and commencement, while others, such 

as family-style dinner, School Meeting, Chapel and 

Vespers, occur regularly. But ask Blair alumni to name 

their favorite school memory, and they are likely to 

tell you a story about Peddie Day or Headmasters’ 

Societies Games, two annual traditions that celebrate 

the community’s unity and spirit.
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A Spirited Tradition

Headmasters’ Societies Games provide a spirited 

week of friendly competition between the winter 

and spring athletics seasons. In an all-school 

celebration of Blair pride, students and teachers 

are divided into four teams named after former 

headmasters—Breed, Howard, Kelley and Sharpe. 

At the end of each class day, the community 

competes in a variety of fun-filled activities, such as 

relay races, basketball games, a trivia bowl, tug of 

war and an egg toss. The games end with a talent 

show, and the winning team earns bragging rights 

for the rest of the year.
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14. Submit a film to the Blair 

Academy Film Festival

15. Set the record on the 

Frisbee golf course

16. String lights on your 

dorm for the Holiday 

Decorating Competition

17. Give a Chapel speech

18. Host a student for  

Revisit Days

19. Take part in a snowball 

fight in the Bowl

20. Take a class taught  

by Dr. Miller

21. Complete a  

senior challenge

22. Attend every Skeptics 

lecture over the course  

of a year

23. Become a tour guide

24. Go to Chipotle with  

your advisor

25. Compete in the  

crew triathlon

1. Paint your face  
for Soccerfest

2. Compete in the Fall Run

3. Eat Chicken Tikka in the 
dining hall

4. Build a cardboard 
KonTiki boat

5. Participate in Poetry  
Out Loud

6. Take a turn on the  
grease slide

7. Get a milkshake at the 
Blairstown Diner

8. Sing karaoke during 
International Weekend

9. Compete with the Quiz 
Bowl team

10. Lose your voice cheering for 
your team at Headmasters’ 
Societies Games

11. Babysit for a faculty child

12. Make it past the first round 
in the Blair Hunger Games

13. Dunk Mr. Fortunato at 

Super Sunday

50 THINGS TO DO 
BEFORE YOU

13

1

4

6

10

17 19 22 25
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26. Perform at Vespers

27. Try Ghost Pepper Hot 

Sauce at Hot Dog Night

28. Gear up in your best  

Blair wear for a “Blue 

Crew” event

29. Join Model UN and 

participate in a conference

30. Carry a torch to  

the bonfire

31. Play Washers outside of East 

on a lazy spring Sunday

32. Play nine holes on Blair's  

golf course

33. Dress better than faculty 

child Archie Wenner

34. Travel to Kenya with Q

35. Attend an Intelligence 

Squared debate in NYC

36. Enjoy a play in the 

outdoor theater

37. Perform at “Open Mic” 

night in Annie Hall

38. Film a leadership story

39. Become a table foot at 
family-style dinner

40. See a Broadway show as a 
weekend activity

41. Walk all night for Relay 
for Life

42. Convince your teacher to 
hold a breakfast class in 
the Can

43. Hike on the  
Appalachian Trail

44. Audition for a play

45. Listen to an artist speak 
during an exhibit opening 
in The Romano Gallery

46. Perform in the 
Headmasters’ Societies 
Week talent show

47. Enjoy the ham-apple-brie 
panini at Gourmet Gallery

48. Go apple picking at  
Race Farm

49. Canoe down the  
Delaware River

50. BEAT PEDDIE!!!

GRADUATE

28 30 33

41

36

39

44

46

50

34
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“We empower our students to meet the 
demands of the rapidly changing worlds of 
higher education and professional life by 
encouraging them to examine what they stand 
for, embrace their authentic best selves and 
emerge as young leaders who can envision, 
articulate and act on their talents and passions.”

CHRIS FORTUNATO, HEAD OF SCHOOL
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leader

Blair is redefining college preparation, giving students the skills to engage in a world 

in which relationships matter most—relationships that are dependent on one’s ability 

to communicate effectively, work as part of a team to solve problems and to do so with 

integrity and impact.

02 ACADEMICS     08 ARTS     12 ATHLETICS     16 STUDENT LIFE     20 COMMUNITY/TRADITIONS THE FUTURE OF COLLEGE PREP

GLOBAL  

ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC  

SERVICE

EFFECTIVE 

COMMUNICATION

ETHICAL  

DECISION-MAKING

At Blair, YOU ARE KNOWN  as a…

The Future of College Prep 
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
Elevating the art of

Communication & Leadership

At Blair, students learn the art of effective 

communication—from public speaking to 

negotiation and persuasion—all of which prepares 

them to build relationships and engage with others in 

a variety of contexts.

Blair’s cross-curricular focus on communication as a 

core leadership competency elevates it to the highest 

level of priority so that students master how to convey 

their message in a concise and compelling manner.

A Cultural & Curricular Focus

This enhanced emphasis on effective communication 

builds on Blair’s long-standing public speaking 

“My time at Blair has made me more confident about voicing my opinions 
and expressing what I am passionate about.”

BATOULY, PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST WINNER & JUNIOR CLASS COUNCIL MEMBER

“It has been such an enormous pleasure to work with Blair students and 
faculty on a wide range of communications initiatives. I like to think of 

Blair Academy as a vital incubator for moral leaders and global citizens. 
I look forward to a long and productive collaboration.”

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE TIMOTHY PATRICK MCCARTHY, PhD, PROFESSOR,  

HARVARD KENNEDY SCHOOL

program, which now includes an interdisciplinary 

course on communication and leadership skills. 

The School also regularly invites industry experts to 

campus as scholars-in-residence to work with students 

and faculty to guide curricular development.

The Power of Emotional Intelligence

Learning to build relationships also bolsters students’ 

emotional intelligence. Our graduates differentiate 

themselves from their peers by developing a strong 

sense of self-awareness, perceptiveness about the needs 

of others and a confidence about engaging with a wide 

variety of people.

LEADERSHIP
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GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT
Connecting students & faculty to explore 

“These applied-learning opportunities 
thoughtfully expose students to 
global problems. By asking them 
to help create solutions, we are 
teaching them to collaborate with and 
effectively relate to people of different 
backgrounds and cultures.”

ROB MERRIFIELD, SCIENCE TEACHER & LEADER 

OF BLAIR’S GLOBAL ISSUES PROJECT TEAM

Engage with Purpose & Impact

Blair encourages students to go out into the world and 

interact with people of other cultures and countries. 

We think and act both locally and globally. This 

comprehensive approach allows us to offer an array 

of meaningful leadership, travel, research and service 

opportunities around the United States and abroad.

This applied-learning initiative teaches students to think 

critically and collaborate with peers to explore creative, 

interdisciplinary solutions to real-world problems. Such 

hands-on work ensures that when our graduates enter 

college, they have experience applying classroom lessons 

to actual opportunities and challenges.

Blair’s environmental science class, pictured above with teacher Rob Merrifield, examines 

the solar panels on the roof of Hardwick Hall on campus. The class has piloted a host of 

sustainable-energy projects benefiting rural villages in Kenya and has visited the African 

country to test device prototypes with local residents. 

Over the last several years, Blair students 

have traveled to Africa, Europe, South 

America and Asia to analyze global issues. 

Closer to campus, our students participate 

in Model United Nations events and attend 

Intelligence Squared debates in New York 

City and Philadelphia. 

Students who seek a more in-depth learning 

experience initiate independent-study 

courses that provide additional insight into 

issues they find compelling.

LEADERSHIP
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ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING
Examining values through

social responsibility and ethics in our classrooms 

and dormitories. These conversations give insight 

into how moral leadership can persuade and move 

people to action.

Ethics Across the Curriculum

Blair’s ethical philosophy and leadership courses 

encourage students to form opinions on some of the 

most controversial matters debated in the public arena, 

while our design-thinking class incorporates elements 

of art and technology in its examination of finding 

personally meaningful work.

What Do You Stand For? 

Building relationships with people and convincing 

them that your ideas matter require being able to 

answer this question in a meaningful way. Students 

who can craft and communicate strong personal 

narratives will become more effective leaders as adults. 

That’s why we challenge kids to engage in self-

reflection as a means of identifying and articulating 

what they value.

Because character and integrity form the foundation 

for other key leadership competencies, faculty 

members engage students in discussions about 

“Evaluating who you are and 
sharing your conclusions 
with your peers allow you 
to learn a lot about yourself 
and place your values in 
context with the community 
at large.”

GORDON, SENIOR CLASS COUNCIL, 

PREFECT & HEAD TOUR GUIDE

LEADERSHIP
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PUBLIC SERVICE
Embracing leadership &

Engaged Global Leaders

Service to others embodies our belief that 

beyond self lies happiness. That’s why Blair 

faculty members connect on-campus classroom 

experiences to real-world service opportunities.

The meaningful and scholarly work in which 

our community is engaged—which ranges from 

addressing educational disparities in developing 

countries to helping U.S. families affected by 

natural disasters rebuild and recover—allows 

students to act with purpose in exploring real-

world problems. 

Blair’s Day of Service 

Among our most visible volunteer efforts is 

Blair’s Annual Day of Service, during which the 

whole school—including alumni from all over 

the world—participates in a variety of tangible 

off-campus service projects. The community 

also regularly extends assistance to those in need, 

both locally and across the globe, during school-

sponsored trips.

Leadership Through Service Within  

Our Community

Leadership is not an innate character trait, but 

rather a set of skills that can and should be taught, 

practiced and developed over time. With many 

formal leadership positions available on campus, 

our students play a critical role in shaping the 

Blair experience.

Recognizing the public purpose of private 

education, more than half of our student body 

serves the community in one of these roles, 

working with faculty members on issues related 

to discipline, residential life, academic honor and 

multiculturalism. Across campus, our student 

leaders have the opportunity to influence the 

School’s direction and impact classmates’ lives.

Be Known as a Leader at Blair

• Academic Honor Committee

• Big Brothers & Big Sisters Program

• Blue & White Key

• Class Council

• Community Service Committee

• Editor of student newspaper, 
yearbook & literary magazine

• Head Tour Guide

• Healthy Relationships Committee

• Peer tutoring

• Prefect

• Rules & Discipline Committee

• Director of a Blair production

• Team captain

• Weekend Activities Committee

LEADERSHIP
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“I  DISCOVERED  
        My Passion AT BLAIR.”

Aisha, class of 1998 
At Blair, Aisha developed a love of literature that 
she explored further as an undergraduate at Yale 
University and later as a graduate student studying 
writing at Columbia University. Having won a 
teaching fellowship while earning her MFA, she 
taught in Brooklyn and the Bronx, witnessing 
firsthand educational inequities that made her intent 
on changing the public education system and giving 
others the same opportunities she had at Blair. 
Toward that end, Aisha earned her law degree from 

Duke University and eventually “aligned heart, soul and 
spirit” by joining the staff at Teach for America–New 
York, where she is a corporate and foundations fundraiser.

“As an advocate for equal opportunity and access, I have 
Blair in my mind, driving me forward,” she explained. 
“Not everyone has the chance to have the amazing 
experiences and advocates I had in high school. All these 
years later, Blair continues to make a difference in the 
way I see the world and inspires me to keep working to 
try to change it.” 

Blair provides students with the tools to explore and develop their interests, passions and abilities, helping them 

learn what will ultimately make them happy and successful—both personally and professionally.

Abby, senior 
What Abby loves most about the Blair community as 
a senior is the same thing that impressed her when she 
arrived on campus four years ago: It is a supportive 
and friendly environment that empowers students to 
get out of their comfort zones and try new things. In 
her time here, she has become passionate about the 
performing arts and student leadership.

“My relationship with my theater teacher, Mr. Evans, 
has given me the confidence to challenge myself by 
auditioning for roles I never thought I’d take on,” 

said Abby, who has acted in or directed 10 plays and 
musicals during her Blair career. “Each production 
has both experienced actors and kids who never 
thought they’d get up on a stage. It is liberating to 
know that you have the freedom here to try things 
for the first time without judgment.”

As a prefect, head tour guide and member of the Senior 
Class Council, Abby impacts the Blair community in 
positive ways, and her involvement in student leadership 
is something she plans to continue in college. 

David, freshman 
At Blair, David has furthered his passion for music and 
athletics, as well as developed an appreciation for the 
dedicated faculty members who are helping to broaden his 
perspective and abilities in a number of other areas, inside 
and outside of class.

A saxophone player since the fourth grade, David is a 
member of the Jazz Band and Orchestra. He is also a 
catcher on the School's varsity baseball team. “I have 
come so far as a musician in my short time at Blair, 
thanks in large part to my amazing advisor and music 

teacher, Mrs. Pagotto,” he said. “Likewise, Coach Stone 
is incredibly knowledgeable and knows how to get the 
best out of his players. I have had opportunities at Blair 
to take my music and my game to the next level that I 
wouldn't have gotten anywhere else.”

David has also been surprised to find that Blair teachers 
have made him passionate about subjects he never thought 
he would love, such as math. “Mr. Padden has shown me 
that there is not necessarily just one right answer to every 
question, which opens up a world of possibility.”

LEADERSHIP

“Blair changed my life in more ways than one. Not only did my teachers nurture some 
of the passions that I went on to pursue in college and graduate school, but they 
opened my eyes to the world beyond Blair. I left high school with a confidence and 
clear sense of who I am and what I offer, which has been truly invaluable.”
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COLLEGE 
MATRICULATION

Beyond Blair

At Blair, college preparation begins when you arrive on campus, and our 
graduates go on to attend the world’s most competitive colleges and universities. 

While securing the best outcomes, our college counseling office proactively 
communicates with families. Because our counselors know students so well, 
they are uniquely qualified to help them identify the schools that fit them 
best, as well as articulate their strengths in letters of support. 

Beyond college acceptances, our college counseling office encourages 
students to view the application process as an experience in self-
realization, one that requires them to put to use many of the leadership 
skills they have learned over the course of their Blair careers.

“Blair changed my life’s 
trajectory by teaching me 

how to think rigorously 
and understand the 

importance of character, 
both of which have been 
crucially important to my 
success in college and in 

my career.” 

EMMANUEL BELLO,  
CLASS OF 2004, GOLDMAN SACHS 

ASSET MANAGEMENT

Amherst College

Barnard College

Bates College 

Boston College

Boston University

Bowdoin College

Brown University

Bucknell University 

Carnegie Mellon University

Claremont McKenna College

Colby College

Colgate University

College of  
William and Mary

Colorado College

Columbia University

Cornell University

Dartmouth College

Davidson College

Dickinson College

Duke University

Emory University

Georgetown University

Hamilton College

Harvard University

Johns Hopkins University

Lafayette College

Lehigh University

Middlebury College

New York University

Northwestern University

In recent years, Blair graduates have matriculated at the following 
colleges and universities.

Pomona College

Princeton University

Rice University

Stanford University

Swarthmore College

Trinity College

Tufts University

Tulane University

United States  
Military Academy

United States  
Naval Academy

University of Chicago

University of Michigan

University of North Carolina  
at Chapel Hill

University of  
Notre Dame

University of Pennsylvania 

University of Rochester

University of  
Southern California

University of Virginia

Vassar College

Wake Forest University

Washington and Lee 
University

Washington University  
in St. Louis

Wellesley College

Wesleyan University

Williams College

Yale University

LEADERSHIP
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Because Great Leaders Are Great Storytellers

Blair challenges students to explore and articulate what they stand for as 

individuals. Perhaps the most visible element of this emphasis on self-

reflection and values exploration is The Blair Leadership Stories Project, an 

initiative in which members of our community are crafting and sharing on 

film compelling leadership narratives. 

Storytellers describe experiences in their lives when they were presented 

with a choice or a challenge and then detail how the decisions that 

followed provide insight into their values.

By pairing student storytellers with faculty coaches who work with kids in 

telling and retelling their narratives before sitting down to preserve them on 

film, the project builds on Blair’s greatest strength: knowing its students well 

and building strong relationships, inside and outside the classroom. 

We are developing a growing archive of these videos on an interactive 

website at www.blair.edu/leadership-stories.

“By encouraging 
our students to 
clearly articulate 
their self-reflections 
and explore their 
core values, we are 
teaching them to be 
strong and effective 
communicators 
who are also good, 
moral people with 
whom others will 
want to collaborate.”

LEUCRETIA SHAW, MA,  

LANGUAGE TEACHER

LEADERSHIP

What do you stand for?
THE BLAIR LEADERSHIP STORIES PROJECT
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Among the most valuable lessons that Demetrius has 

learned during his time on campus is that leadership 

means being visible and making your presence known. 

That doesn’t necessarily mean being the loudest or 

most outgoing person in the room, but often requires 

striking a balance between diligently working behind 

the scenes and overtly communicating what you are 

doing to the community.

“I have found it is important to not lose sight of 

the purpose of leadership,” said Demetrius, who is a 

prefect, captain of the varsity football team, a head 

tour guide and section leader in the Blair Academy 

Singers. “That is never in hopes that others will 

reward and praise you, but solely to make a difference 

and have an impact.”

Blair, he adds, has given him the confidence to try 

new things and fail—and apply the lessons he learns 

to his next success story. “Thanks to the constant 

support of my teachers and community, I am no 

longer afraid of not getting it right the first time,” 

said Demetrius, who will play football at Cornell 

University. “I realize that leadership is a journey and 

a process. It takes resilience to be a great leader and to 

leave the world better than you found it.”

From the moment she arrived on campus, Annika 

embraced the close connections that Blair fosters 

among teachers and students—relationships that she 

says gave her the confidence to become involved in 

independent scientific research, student government 

and the girls’ varsity crew team.

“During my time at Blair, I learned valuable lessons 

about how to work effectively as a behind-the-scenes 

leader and resource as a class council member, prefect 

and captain of the rowing team,” said Annika. “For 

me, the best part of Blair is the unwavering support 

of faculty members. I knew I could always get advice 

from science teachers Dr. Sayers or Dr. Schuster, both 

“I lead to make a difference, 
have an impact and leave the 
world better than I found it.”

DEMETRIUS, SENIOR

“Blair does an excellent  
job in encouraging 
leadership and giving 
students the confidence to 
seek out opportunities.”

ANNIKA, SENIOR

of whom guided me in designing and executing my 

experiments, always encouraging me to follow my own 

process of discovery.”

In addition to teaching her to balance academics with 

out-of-class pursuits, she credits Blair with making her 

a more outgoing and collaborative person. 

“Blair taught me so much in the way of public 

speaking and teamwork in all facets of life,” said 

Annika, who will continue to row as an undergraduate 

at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. “I am a true 

example of how Blair encourages leadership in students 

who would never have had the confidence otherwise—

something for which I am very grateful.”

At its heart, leadership is about making choices based 

on your values. Some leaders stand center stage as 

members of student government; others volunteer their 

time as servant leaders in the local community; some 

students are most comfortable as leaders on the athletic 

fields or on the stage, while still others prefer to take on 

important behind-the-scenes roles across campus.

Leadership looks different to everyone, and each 

version is equally valuable, which is why our main focus 

is teaching students the communication, relationship-

building and problem-solving skills that will allow them 

to lead in ways that best suit their interests, passions, 

personalities and abilities.

LEADERSHIP

LEAD?
How Do You
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Success
While Blair is proud of its history, we realize that the future of 

higher education is changing and that simply being smart is no 

longer enough to compete in a complex global society. In fact, 

grit, integrity, having an ethical rudder and the ability to make 

joyful, powerful and lasting connections are becoming some of 

the most highly sought-after skills for colleges and employers.

With that in mind, we are engaged in conversations with leaders in 

higher education about the skills that today’s high school students 

need to master to become successful in tomorrow’s colleges, 

graduate schools and professions. Because Blair is forward-thinking 

in establishing these lines of communication, the School is in a 

unique position to see what the future of college preparation looks 

like—and give kids the tools to thrive in this new landscape. 

IN A NEW  

LANDSCAPE
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Blair is a leader in education because of what we stand for as an 

institution: meaningful relationships that inspire exceptional 

teaching and learning.

We invest strategically in discovering and understanding our students’ 

talents, interests and passions so that we can offer them superior 

academic preparation that connects them to one-of-a-kind educational 

opportunities. Our goal is to empower kids to become young leaders 

who enter college and their professional lives with a competitive 

advantage because of skills they learned at Blair.

Our commitment to fostering relationship-based learning and 

emphasizing key leadership competencies cuts across all disciplines, 

driving our curriculum and influencing every pedagogical decision 

we make.

In this way, Blair is setting the standard for college preparation 

in the 21st century by redefining what such preparation looks 

like in an always-evolving, increasingly digital and globally 

connected world.

Leader in EducationBLAIR  
AS A
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Allentown / 
Bethlehem /  
Easton

Hartford

NYC

PrincetonPhiladelphia

Baltimore

Washington, D.C.
Dover

Visit Blair 
We encourage you to come to our campus to 

experience the Blair community. Please visit our 

website, www.blair.edu, to inquire about Blair, 

learn more about the online application process and 

schedule a tour.

Blair is located 65 miles west of New York City 

in Warren County, New Jersey, and sits in close 

proximity to four international airports: Newark 

(N.J.), John F. Kennedy (N.Y.), LaGuardia 

(N.Y.) and Lehigh Valley (Pa.). The School is 

easily accessible via Interstate Route 80 and is 

approximately nine miles east of the Delaware River 

and the Pennsylvania/New Jersey border.

DRIVING DISTANCES

NEW YORK   65 MILES

PHILADELPHIA  90 MILES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 230 MILES
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Admission Office, 2 Park Street, Blairstown, NJ 07825   /   (800) 462-5247

 admission@blair.edu

blair.edu

Venite. Studete. Discite.


